
State of Kansas Legislative Program

2021

cityofshawnee.org



Legislative Priorities
This document outlines the priorities of the Governing Body for the 2021 
State legislative session. This document is in priority order. 

Home Rule Authority
The City supports the Kansas constitutional authority of Home Rule 
for cities. The closest level of government to Kansans is their local 
government. Preserving Home Rule correctly protects the right of 
local elected officials and their constituents to find solutions to the 
issues and problems unique to their community.

In 2020, HB2703 would have prohibited local amendments to 
model codes to suit local conditions. The Bill would negatively 
affect Shawnee and other communities by limiting the local 
building and fire code departments’ ability to tailor codes and 
standards to suit the community’s conditions and expectations. 
The City supports a statutory framework providing broad authority 
for cities to regulate land use decisions at the local level. 

Right of Way Management
The City supports maintaining local authority for planning and right 
of way management.

In 2020, SB380 proposed to institute special rules for their right of 
way use when placing “micro wireless facilities” on their cables. 
This bill did not clearly spell out the responsibilities of video service 
providers to adhere to rights of way and zoning regulations when 
installing “micro wireless facilities” or providing “communications 
services.” The City should maintain local control and authority to 
manage our own right of way.

Special District Consolidation
The current statutory framework requires separate state 
legislation every time a special district of government 
consolidates into a city. The City supports statutory changes 
creating a uniform process for smaller units of government to 
consolidate into cities when it is in the best interest of the city.

Internet Sales Tax Collections
The City supports state legislation requiring marketplace 
facilitators to collect and remit sales tax on their third-party 
sales. This legislation should include enforcement mechanisms. 
The City also supports the continued stance that all remitted 
taxes should be distributed using existing methods for state 
and local governments.  

Commercial Property Valuation
The City supports commercial property appraisals based on 
fair-market value as currently defined in Kansas statute. The 
Dark Store theory of appraising property is not valid according 
to State law. 

Residential Property Valuation
The City would support the legislature promoting and 
expanding the Kansas Homestead Act property tax refund 
program SAFESR (Kansas Property Tax Relief for Low Income 
Seniors).

Avenues for Required Publications
The City supports amending current statutes to allow cities to 
use their websites or other commonly distributed electronic 
media outlets as the primary place to publish required public 
notices.

Mental Health
Mental health is a critical component of the public safety and 
health of the citizens of Shawnee and the state of Kansas. The 
City supports allocating additional resources for mental health 
programs, to include the support for co-responder programs. 
Additionally, funds should be allocated for community mental 
health centers and additional bed space for patients with 
mental health issues.
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